GCCC Inaugural Summer Cruise
Baie de Seine, France, June 2014
The GCCC flotilla (Cadh’Ruadh, Delfino, Emmalyn, Kik, One And All, Private Affair of Hamble,
Quickstep, Speedbird, Troika) set sail on Saturday 14th June from the Solent.
Day 1 – Portsmouth to Cherbourg
Leading the pack were Cadh’Ruadh and Troika, who left at 02.00 under black skies with lightening all
around, providing a spectacular if not potentially worrying scene. Little did they know of the
challenges that lay ahead. Cadh’Ruadh and Troika had a great sail until 10 miles south of St
Catherine’s Point. The rest of the flotilla left the Solent between 03.00 and 04.00 and headed south.
The wind had started to ease as they left and before long everyone was on engine heading on 204o.
Cadh’Ruadh and Troika caught the ebb
tide off Cap Barfleur and shot down to
Cherbourg at 9 kts, arriving around 14.00.
The main fleet arrived by 16.00/17.00;
some caught bad tides at Cap Barfleur and
the final boat arrived at 23.00. Waiting for
everyone was Shaun on Parnvoose, who
joined the flotilla in Cherbourg for a brief
drink.
The flotilla had a well-earned rest and
enjoyed dinner in the Cherbourg Yacht
Club.
Day 2 – Cherbourg to St Vaast
Day 2 was meant to be a gentle trip round Cap Barfleur using the tide to shorten the journey,
arriving mid-afternoon. The fleet (now 8, as Cadh’Ruadh stayed in Cherbourg) set sail at 09.30 with
some switching of crews between the boats to provide more experience for what can be an exciting
headland. The wind was NE, which with the spring tide meant a confused sea. A range of routes
were chosen (inshore/offshore).
Suddenly, channel 72 came to life: “Guildford Fleet - there is a large standing wave of 3-4 metres”.
Hasty course changes from some, while others took on the full force. What fun this trip is turning out
to be!
Channel 72 sprang into life again:
• “Guildford Fleet, Private Affair of Hamble, we have no mainsail, no engine, smoke coming
out from cabin and taking on water, we are not putting out a MAYDAY yet.
• Gasps of horror from the other yachts - did I hear that right?
• DSC goes off – quick check the MMSI number – Private Affair of Hamble!
• Emmalyn comes on Channel 72 “Private Affair of Hamble, is that a mayday? YES at the
moment in large seas off Cap Barfleur, flooding, no power, but stopped water coming in. We
are making 9 kts with tide under genoa.”
• Channel 16 – “French coast guard - Do you need assistance?”
Emmalyn stands by to provide assistance if required
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Barfleur lifeboat launched.
Lesley gets excited when two
burly French lifeboat men
jump on board to save her!
Private Affair is taken to
Barfleur and discovers that it
is a drying harbour and
lifeboat recoveries are not
free in France!
A loose engine hose was
found to be the cause of the
problem, but by then plenty of
sea water had sloshed around,
ruining food and soaking
clothes
Lesley jumps ship and finds
alternative accommodation

Meanwhile the rest of the fleet arrived in St Vaast, having had much less excitement.
Day 3 - St Vaast – Lay Day
After yesterday’s excitement, the
crews enjoyed a well-earned rest,
taking the opportunity to explore this
delightful harbour with a range of
activities: cycling to Barfleur, boat trip
to Ile de Tatihou, walk to the Fort de La
Hougue.
Private Affair of Hamble joined the
fleet in St Vaast, we are back up to
eight.
Tea and cakes on Quickstep.
BBQ on the sea wall.

Day 4 - St Vaast – Lay Day
At 4am the rally leader decided that another lay day was in order, since a strong NE wind made
Courseulles an unsuitable destination. Quickstep headed to back to Portsmouth to join the Round
the Island race.
Drinks on KiK.
Day 5 - St Vaast to Ouistreham
05.00 departure before the lock gates shut.
Lumpy confused seas in a NE 4/5, meant a beam
reach but the fleet successfully tied up on
Ouistreham waiting pontoon in time for the
14.00 lock, with the exception of KiK who just
loved those sailing conditions and managed to
get into an earlier lock!

Ouistreham lock presented a new experience for the Guildford Fleet. As the gates opened for the
exit, Emmalyn tried a new manoeuvre and went broadside in the lock. The rest of the fleet looked on
with trepidation - how is Emmalyn going to get out of this one? The answer was WITH POWER.
Emmalyn used full throttle, lines were hastily dropped and she shot forward, narrowly missing
Delfino on the exit!
This is turning into an exciting trip! All crews took a deep breath – that was close! Drinks aboard One
and All, followed by a group meal in Le Channel restaurant.
Day 6 - Ouistreham to Deauville
An afternoon lock opening meant there was time to visit the Pegasus Bridge museum, which was
particularly poignant, so soon after the 70th anniversary of D-Day.
Lock out at 13.30 - now a pleasant F1/2 with plenty of sunshine
One and All heads to Portsmouth
Fleet (now six) arrives in Deauville by 14.00
Rumours abound that KiK shot the red lights to enter the inner harbour first. Here is the evidence!

Day 7 – Deauville to Fécamp
Emmalyn and Private Affair stayed in Deauville, planning to head straight for Portsmouth overnight.
The remaining four boats (KiK, Delfino, Speedbird, Troika ) headed up the coast. More NE winds on
the nose and against the tide made the 30-mile trip more like 40. It was a beautiful sight along the
Alabaster Coast, close in to the Elephant Rock, but it was otherwise uneventful with all yachts
arriving within 30 minutes of each other.
Drinks on Delfino.
Day 8 – Lay Day in Fécamp
Various activities: cycle to Etretat, tour round the Palais Bénédictine, visit to the market.
Troika headed for Portsmouth at 15.00 while the remaining three enjoyed the midsummer parties.
Drinks on Speedbird.
Day 9 – Fécamp to Portsmouth
Speedbird, KiK and Delfino set off for Portsmouth at 05.00, with little wind it was a motorsail the
whole way, arriving early evening.

Comments from the crews
“Fabulous week, just needed a bit more SW wind”
“Make it a 2 week trip next year and more time in each port”
“Less excitement next time”
“Emmalyn should offer private lessons on using the radio”
“Who can follow that?”

A big thanks from all the skippers and crew for the hard work that Gareth
and Isabelle put in to organising the trip, which far exceeded everyone’s
expectations.

