
GCCC Winter Walk 2009  

Before the smell o f a ntifouling gets up our nostrils, GCCC has in rec ent yea rs sta rted the 
b lood c irc ula ting in our veins in the ea rly p a rt of the yea r by a rrang ing a winter wa lk.  This 
yea r Denny exc elled himself by orga nising a grea t event on Sunda y 15th Februa ry, w ith 
c omm a nd o-like instruc tions a nd map a rriving by ema il, ready for our yomp . 

We a ll (or nea rly a ll, o f the 25 members, 3 guests and 3 dogs) a rrived by 9.45 on Blac khea th 
with dogs hurrying us on with our boots.  Ric ha rd  a nd Rosie (a lwa ys the rea r gua rd on a 
ra lly) were nowhere to be seen, so the ma in pa rty set off in supp osed ly the right d irec tion, 
while Denny awa ited the la te a rriva ls. Then it a ll seemed like lea ving St Peter Port in a pea 
souper w ithout a GPS (a lthough 
Darren was c onstantly trying to 
get a fix und er the tree s). We 
were lost within 5 minutes.  Even 
Keira nonc ha lantly c a rried on in 
the wrong d irec tion, ob livious to 
the ultima te c a ll o f the pub . 

Bea ring c orrec tions made, we 
strode off ac ross the hea th and  
up to St Martha ’s c hurc h, w ith 
magnific ent views over the Surrey 
Downs.  The stee p d esc ent wa s 
akin to fa lling off a wave in the 
southern oc ean, and read ied us 
for the next ordea l... an exc ellent 
pub meal a t The Perc y Arms in Chilworth.  Pic ture nea rly 30 hungry mariners stoo d outside a 
pub before opening time! 

 

 

 

The Yomp c ontinued a fter 
lunc h, though the e nthusiasm 
had d issip a ted for some, and 
a pa rting of the waves mea nt 
tha t only the most intrep id 
managed the full 9km (no 
names!).  Suffic e it to say Keira 
acc ompanied the fittest 
g roup , and still loo ked rea dy 
for more a t the end . 

Denny’ s organisa tiona l skills 
even extended to the wea ther.  A lightly c loudy and c a lm day for the wa lk, w ith ra in 
c oming in as we drove off. 

Neil Gibb ons 

The rest of GCCC went to churc h 

Dec ision time 


