GCCC Winter Walk 2009

Before the smell of antifouling getsup our nostrils, GCCC hasin recent years darted the
blood circulating in our veinsin the early part of the year by arranging a winter walk. This
year Denny excelled himself by organising a great event on Sunday 15th February, with
comm ando-like instructionsand map arriving by email, ready for our yomp.

We all (or nearly all, of the 25 members, 3 guestsand 3 dogs) arrived by 9.45 on Blackheath
with dogshurrying uson with our boots. Richard and Rose (alwaysthe rearguard on a
rally) were nowhere to be seen, so the main party set off in supposedly the right direction,
while Denny awaited the late arrivals. Then it all seemed like leaving & Peter Portin a pea
souperwithout a GPS(although

Darren wasconstantly trying to

get a fixunder the tree s). We

were lost within 5 minutes. Even

Keira nonchalantly carried on in

the wrong direction, obliviousto

the ultimate call of the pub.

Bearing correctionsmade, we

strode off acrossthe heath and

up to & Martha’schurch, with

magnificent viewsover the Qurrey

Downs. The steep descent was

akin to falling off a wave in the

southern ocean, and readied us The rest of GCCC went to church

forthe next ordeal... an excellent

pub meal at The Percy Armsin Chilworth. Picture nearly 30 hungry mariners good outside a
pub before opening time!

The Yomp continued after
lunch, though the e nthusiasm
had disspated forsome, and
a parting of the wavesmeant
that only the most intrepid
managed the full 9km (no
namesgl). Suffice itto say Keira
acc ompanied the fittest
group, and ill looked ready
formore at the end.

Decison time

Denny’sorganisational skills
even extended to the weather. A lightly cloudy and calm day forthe walk, with rain
coming in aswe drove off.

Neil Gibb ons



